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NOTABLE LETTERS SIGNED BY FOREMOST AMERICANS
Historie Sidelights in Letters from Wash¬

ington, JacKson, Lincoln and Other
Men in Notable Group.

B1« BEN the discriminating; autogra
c v : and the "autograph iieti

there is a wide difference. The lat
been anathematized by Robi

?r«.enson and by many others. An a

g e.tor. to us** the definition of

.ritei on the subject, is one "wl

Im benefit of postctity nth
uniciits 01 the letters of fame
autograph hunter." who ncrsi?

n( ted personages for their si

albums or on photographs, has noti
..." tic ssientific collector

.ct'.ris.

Scattered throughout the country are mar

ol autographs of great li

ry and historical value, whose existen«
:ew besides the friends of the

:e?t owners. Though not large, the nun

llcctions has been rapidly grov
crsion .and refreshment fot bot

1 and body to be had in gathering thei

tr«sasur«ta has become known to an increasin

numb"; of people. Then, too, as Andrew Lan

rematked. "It may well be that, in the Ion

run. the collector and his family do not los

ey, The amusement may chance to be

vrrv (ait investment." When discretion ha

1-rr- excrciaetj in their purchase there are fev

: ftp that car. compare with high class auto

graphs as an investment.
A comparatively "unknown" collection of au

tographs is the property of Mr. Joseph A. Mc
let* York City. Besides one ol

etc ets of the autographs oí

the ' i'eciaration of Independence
ollection includes letters of all the Presi¬

dents oi the United States, from Washington
Vilson. numerous letters of Revolutionary

many of them of great rarity and

i tame and imny other unique literary

and . This interesting col«
,rt unpublished.

LETTER THAT PROVES THAT WASH-
rON WAS A DISTILLER.

i: to some to learn that

Country" was engaged in

Oie liquor trade, but trom his letter to his
Colonel William Augustiie Washing-

: ration of hii distillery
ale o( whiskey, it appears thai this

'ctter. a ¡iaie e::

Washington's »cautiiul handwriting,
folio

r. 1
M i 11 4 1 .,. ;

.it« your convenience, letting me kic
the meantime, the quantitj l mat rely on, that

of 'in grain may be regulated
thereb)

Mrs. Washington has gat tolerably wall again.
and unite« with me in every j-ood \ti>h for Mm

and yourt With rerj geint esteem and friend
I remain Vour affectlonate uncle.

(io WASHINGTON
ol W m \ f ash ington,

Washington died on December 14. 1799. just
Ntx weeks after the elate of this letter, and Jef¬
ferson wrote, "Verily a great man has fallen
in Israel." Mrs. Washington survived her hus¬

band two years, dying in 1801.

SHOWS THAT GENERAL CHARLES LEE
AFFRONTS MRS. WASHINGTON.

Apropos of Mrs. Washington, a curious bit
of gossip is revealed in a letter of General
Nathanael Greene, dated from Trenton, N. J..
December 17. 1778. and addressed to the
American general. William Alexander Lord

Stirling. The letter, which deals at length
A-ith conditions in the commissary department
of the army, concludes with this interesting
paragraph:

General I.ee and Col. Lawren« hud n duel in
which the former wai wounded in the back. The
cause of the duel I have not learnt, but it ha

aid Genera! lee affronted Mr-. Washington
at the Assembly before Hi« Excellency's irri al

but tvheiher it is true or not I cannot
tell.
The "Col. Lawrcns" referred to was Colonel

John Laurens. the "Bayard of the Revolution.'
aid and secretary to General Washington, and
his chief means of communication with the for¬

eigners in the American service. At the bat¬
tle of Monmouth Laurens is said to have save ;

the life of the commander in chief by his in¬

trepidity. It was at this battle thai the
treacherous conduct of General Charles Lcc

provoked a fierce outburst of wrath on the part
of Washington. Lee was tried anel found
guilty of misbehavior before the enemy. Hi
insolent and offensive remarks regarding
Washington, on learning of the decision cf the
..curt martial, caused Lauiens to challenge and
fight him a duel, in which Lee was woundcl
in the arm. It is not unlikely that Lee, who
had a venomous and ungovernable tongue, re¬

ferred to Mrs. Washington in his remark:,.
Colonel Laurent wo» ItiUaeJ in battle in the
Carolinas while serving under General Greene.
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Ar.StbCf letter ol Cieenc il ii-.-Yng front ferrhtf 10 tl-c capture ol the fort, is one of
.,,. ,1 Arnold, Y- irOtl cvricua and valuable documents in

cr.dlhahavo rrou;ht in 1.¦¦¦'.¦ .lcenaii collection. The spelling fc

army undei hit, co.iimand. Allen Y.
thtac part«; i« bnaa. I tu I »¦'*,".

l'y the papers I see General Arnold i« «pread
..ill and desolation among you. Ho«v long

.ir'-c upon the human rac to go unptin-
Uertainl) vengence will overtake bim
and oh! <h:,i it may happen in a way

tr*j ma) be re en-gad upon him!
OUgh ccf the wretch fur the present.

I congratulate you noon oui bappv prospect«
\ rginia. Our hopes and er.pectatiani .ire »11

alive heir Portunc must be very ill-naturod to

gire the Modern llanibal an opportunity to es

.upe; if he fiill . h there i< little doubt of, the
pride of Britain will tumble in the dust.
What ;i triumph to America! What a crown of

i.. ( ieni ni W fi h ngton
I shall «ay nothing of mir operations here as

'n\ public dispatchei give ai good an account as

anything I can say. I ihall only observe that
whatever il oui luccei and glory in Virginia
they are indebted to man«**uvert here for laying

foundation for them.

The capture of Fort Ticonderoga by Ethan
Allen and his "Green Mountain Boys" "in the
name of the great Jehova and the Continental
Congress," was one o* the most stirring ami
dramatic incidents of tli V.-r of Independence.
Allen's autograph is one of the rarest of Rev¬
olutionary names. The following letter, re-
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To Th.* Honaorabl« loaataan rrumbul.. K-q.

( api (.encrai. Governor and < ommander-in-

chief of tho ( oaaaotlaat.
Ilonble. Sir: The Hf»*^ .^fcT*aWag TW

doraaa was auppaaod t !!,i4:. '':, Ton«!
of War for the Expaditioa Imployd Mr lona«

.¦'Henning.ont'o Procedo wUhth.*»*<.
Character of Doctor & í hirur-

hi.li Charaetor Mr. Pa> ha« mente by
,,, V.ar ..:' Succ-.ul! I'rHct.c and M ther

.pLars still a rraater Praepoet .i/^«A
Peraoa skilled in these Sciences and as Doctor

g has With him on the Premises Consi.lerabl

Qugl.tity of Medicine-, etc.. and il willtag
.I ttel' »killed to Continue the lampan, lathe

capact . I would therefore Recommend ...

tioied by Your Honour's Appointment
.",d Rafi'firation thereof thro the < ampam la Iho

Capacity afos-eiaiel.
Tl,,« Recommendation and Re e,act is made on

'
that Gotroraasaat will »ad a

,.,, force 10 maintain the Soveran.ty of Lake
., Í .,, futoiir of the t o onies.

, ampia,.; ib tt°;,r °V y¡. , Humble
,. raai Honour Ethan m.i EN

Servant.
1hi, kg the Largest Pircc
of Paper «hah at Present
1 »«.'. L V

ECHOES FROM A PAST
EPOCH IN VALUA¬
BLE HISTORIC

EPISTLES.

still alive. Besides the retiring President. Bu¬
chanan, Van Buren. Tyler. Fillmore and Pierce
survived.
During those fateful days immediately pre¬

ceding the outbreak of hostilities, when civil
war seemed inevitable, an effort toward peace
was made in a letter from Franklin Pierce to

Martin Van Buren, dated April 16, 186Y sug¬
gesting a conference of the ex-Presidents to be
held in Philadelphia. Together with Van
liuren's reply it forms a most interesting, and
little known chapter of Civil War history.

Concord. Al.nl 1<". II
II] dear Sir: The pretSCBt unparalled crisis in

rhe affairs of our Country ia, I have no doubt.
Riling you. n n is nit*, with the profo.indc»t
«arrow. I- there any human power which <an

avert the conflict of arms now apparent!'.- near
at hand batweoi : nion? The

to-night would seem to indicate that the
und bord it laaat Virginia, K«*>n-

and Tenneiice) will, in view of the Military
movement« of the North, east thou- lot with ihe
States already seceded.
There ii no tine for effective a-.cmblnges of

ihe people no. time for conven! on or pratmeted
diaeuiaion. Mut it has occurred to me tba
ma) ';ikc measures to -u.-pend active militar**

itioni, iccure opportunit*. for further reflec¬
tion m the face of proeant danger I and save the
moat fearful calamity which bai ever impended
o'< r a nation.

Ii the five retired Presidents of the Halted
State-, '.lili living, were to MOl at the earliest
practicable day at the city -»here the <>,
of vu- formed, might not their consultation, if

it -.hould remit in concurrence of judgment,
reaeh th.* \ ition and the Country with

degree of power? No nan can wi*h pio-
priet) lummon such a neatiag but >our-u*lf. I
feel that We ought not to "mi* at least an effort.

fVOr the result may be. can '*¦.* permit our

remaining dayi or tear- to be disturbed bv *h»
conveiousnes« that, ifter haviag been honored
by the confidence eif th" Repahlie, ore have

. '¦. .. dnft to Best ruction Î
iggeetien eonnead itself to \our

iudgment, will yo.i eommuaicate with Mr. Tyler,
¡Hr. Plllmore & Mr. Bi of th«
re-pit. Respectfullv and truly .".ir friead.

FRANKLIN PIKP.ci-:.

To this letter Mr. Van Buren made a

lengthy reply, declining to take th"; initiative in

DRAwi ; From
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tf /\

Iyy x «a *I' <*iCT Grates, ¿g, ¿S _e m *

/ '^^/^m-ex, g*,I * ^ree'gety^ #
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Andrew Jackson was one of the most

picturesque and interesting figures in Ameri¬
can history. His letters arc often remarkable
revelations of character. Though a letter of
introduction does not generally yield much
that is characteristic, the following missive pre¬
senting his nephew. Andrew Jackson Donel-
son, to Captain Partridge, superintendent of
the Military Academy at West Point, is un¬

usually typical of "Old Hickory."
Nashville, January 12, IM7.

.--ir: With Ike frankness of a soldier, vvithur
preface or apology. 1 prSSSHt ">> m-phew. Andrew
.f. I'" '««hi .-«< «i «i.« :i t m in «. anil a-k for
him yom frttraaship .$ far an his
merit- may «h mi v .« them.

il«- bas obtained s warrant to inter the M
tary Academy over which >¦>" supontit. nd :«'

Weit l'oint, i have furniah«*».l him wi'h the fti'id-
for nci'f- Hiv sáfense, 4a authority to draw on me

for any further «uni that may be necessary '°
m«-« t hi« wants. I have recommendeal him to vi«e

economy. hi.t to «how a prop.t distinction be¬
tween that i- parsimony« ana bars ta nope I
your friendly «attention not onlv ta him. ' ui to

my ward. Kdwi.nl Butler, «vim is alreadv with
vou. whose wants I wish also to (..- applitrd with
that attention due to the «on of a meritoriou*
mhtroy 4 «¿oo«l man. Kdwnnl has also authority

«i iii'a'v on me for «ueh urns as may ha-

IFJ t'« I- ' !'ls ¦...

I have icrcal solicitude 'or the « elfaia» and re-

«piTtability of these two youths, ¿ recommend
them to your friendjy caro n"«i att«"i»ion

When Abraham Lim-pln took the oath of
office as President of the United Stutes on

March <", 1861, five of his predecessors were

the matter because he doubted the success o»

the scheme.
Mr. Mc.'.leenan'^ collection is especially not¬

able for its fine Lincolniana, containing, as it
doe:,, numerous letters and documents of and
relating to the Great Kmancipator. Some of
these throw most pleasant lights on the char¬
acter of the sagacious, great-he-rted President.
Folloivs a political letter of unusual interest:

Spiiiigu'id. Ill«, April t*. 1116«
Hoi R. M ( m w m»-.

Mi de m Sir: Reaching borne yesterday after
an abaiBia Of more than two week«, I feaad your
letter of the 14th of March. Remembering that
when a not very great man begins to Ire men¬

tioned for a very great pooitlon, hi- hi ad
likely to be a little turned, I concluded I am

not the tiffed person 'o answer the questions you
Making due ¡llowance for this. I think .Mr.

Seward it the very b-»«t candidato we could hav«
for the North of Illinois, and the very worst for
the South of it. The* estimate of Gov. Cha««- here
is neither better nor worse than that of Sewarei,
except that he ii a newer man. They are re¬

garde.I as be the same, seniority giving
Seward the (aside track.

Mr. Mate.. I think, would be the best man for
the South of our Stnte, and the worst for 'he
North of it. If Judge McLean was liftoen, or
.ten ten tears younger, i think he would be
stronger than either in our State, taken n

whole; but bis great age, and the recoil.
of the death of Harriiaa and Taylor I.«
fa', prcveatad hit being much poken of her.'.

really believe we could carry the State for
either of them, or for any one who may be non i-

natcit: but dotthtleil It would be easier to do It
with MOM 'han with other».

! foal myself disqualified to .-peak of myself in
the matter.

fear tin« lette! will be of iitile value to you;
but I «an make it no better under th.* c rcuin-
stance«. Let it be -, t r. r » y confidential, not that
there :« anything really objectionable m '. Lu!
because .t might be m,«to1«trued.

You,., -ry truly,
A LINCOLN,

To Senator James F. Simmon-», of Rhodg
Island, in reference to the case of a girl bereft
o? relatives by the war and seeking employ¬
ment:

t »itliiiticl i«m itiir.l uagr


